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QA-~-47 circa 1830-50
Jesse Merchant Farn

Crumpton vicinity

Private

The original section of the frame house on the
Merchant Farm is a small, 1 1/2 story dwelling with a
side passage, single parler plan and a gambrel roof.
Constructed in the second quarter of the 19th century,
this house is typical of a form that gained considerable
popularity in this region. The interior is quite plain,
but the original stair and most of the architrave trim
have survived. An early frame wing has been demolished,
and later additions have obscured much of the early
fabric of this building.

&f egual importance to the dwelling house is a

small frame building to the rear. Constructed in the

late 19th century, this simple L plan structure is a
rare surviving example of a sweet potato storehouse.
These buildings were evidently quite common by the turn
of the century in this area, but few have survived.

In contrast to. the Wilson Potato House nearby (QA-295%5),
this building is quite small and was intended for
domestic use only.
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The Merchant Farm is located on the west side
of Maryland Route 290, 1/4 mile north of U.S. Route
301 and three miles south of Crumpton.

The early frame house on the Merchant Farm
was constructed in two principal periods and in
more recent years was enlarged considerably by a
series of one story additions to the south and
west, Of egual interest to the house ié a small
potato store house dating to the late 19th century.
A detailed description of this building is included
at the end of this form.

The original house is of frame construction,
1°1/2 stories high, three bays wide and one room
deep, with a gambrel roof., An original flush;béick

chimney has been removed from the south gable wall.
This original dwelling, constructed in the second
quarter of the 19th century, was enlarged in the
late 19th century by a two story frame addition
projecting from the north gable wall, Low, 20th
century one story additions have covered much of
the rear and south walls of the early house.

The front facade of the gambrel section faces

east toward Route 290. The door is located in

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

the north bay with two 6/6 windows to the 'south on the
first floor and three 6/6 shed dormers on the second

story. The original siding has been covered with brick-

pattern, asphalt roll tarpaper. The north gable wall

is completely concealed by the later two story addition.

' On the south gable wall, the flush brick chimney has

been removed and a single 6/6 window installed in the

" upper gable. The first story of the rear facade has

been covered by a 20th century addition, leaving three

6/6 shed roof dormers on the second story. The original

rear door survives, now opening into the rear addition.
The interior consists of a side péssage,'éingie l
parlor élan, with the stair passage to the north. The
stair riseé against the north gable wall to a landing
at the west end of the passage. It is an open-string
stair with turned newels, square balusters and a plain
rail., The stair ends are decorated with plain scrolled
brackets; the area below the carriage is enclosed with
a single large triangular panel with flattened Greek
ogee panel molds. A door under the stair landing opens
into_a small closet. The front and rear doérs in
the stair passage and the interior door to the narlor
are trimmed with beaded ar;hitraves énd ovolo backbands.

An ariginal door in the south gable wall opened into a

small frame wing that was demolished in this century.
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

A_later door was cut into the north gable wall of the
stair passage when the existing two story addition was
built. |

The first floor plan is repeated on the second

floor but with an original unheated passage chamber at

the east end of the stair passage. A seam in the floor

of the larger south chamber marks the location of the
demolished chimney. Original architrave trim survives
throughout the second floor. It is identical to the

first floor trim. There is no access to the roof.

‘Potato Storehouse

Located to the southwest of fhe original house, this
small frame building has been'incorporated into the
rear addition. Constructed as a storehouse for sweet
potatoes, the building evidently dates to the late 19th
century.

The storehouse has an L-plan below a pitched gable

-oriented on a northeast-southwest axis. The southeast

slope of the roof is carried down over the small L,

which serves as a covered entrance to a small cellar.

A brick chimney is centered on the southwest gable wall.

The only openings Aare a door in the southeast facade
‘opening into the first story and a door on the northeast

wall opening onto the cellar stairs. The building
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‘7.3 DESCRIPTION

ié.of frame construction on a continuous brick foundation
and is.covered with wood shingle siding; The cellar

éoes not éxtend the full length of the building and

the floor level is raised up above the cellar to allow
additional head room. It is not clear why the building
is laid out in this mannér and little evidence survives

to explain how the building was used.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original section of the frame house on
the Mefchant Farm is a small, 1 1/2 story dwelling
with a side passage, single parlor plan and a gambrel
roof. Constructed in the second cuarter of the 19%th
century, this house is typical of a form that gained
considerable popularity in this region. The interior
is quite plain, but the original stair and most
of the architrave trim has survived. An early
frame wing has been demolished, and :later additions .
have obscured much of the early fabric of this -
building.

Of ecual importance to the dwelling house is- -
a small frame building to the rear. Constructed
in the late 19th century, this simple L-plan
structure is a rare surviving example of a sweet
votato storehouse, These buildings were evidently
guite common by the turn of the century in this
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area, but few have survived. In contrast to the

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

7
Wilson Potato House nearby (QA-295), this building

is guite small and was intended for domestic use only.
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QA-47

Jessie Merchant Farm
Crumpton vicinity

Orlando Ridout Vv 1981
Front facade from northeast







QA-47 Jessie Merchant Farm
Crumpton vicinity
Orlando Ridout V 1981
Rear view with potato house




